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10.4. The additional security measures outlined within regards to CCTV signage and the marking 
of infrastructure and panels are noted. As such, it is considered that the scheme meets the 
relevant national standards can be maintained in a manner that will ensure the security of 
the scheme across the lifetime of the development. 

11. Existing Gas Infrastructure 
11.1. As shown on the submitted Infrastructure Layout (Figure 4 – Ref 05009-RES-LAY-DR-PT-

003 Rev 6) and as detailed within the submitted Design and Access Statement, appropriate 
buffers have been incorporated in the design of the proposed development to protect the 
existing gas assets that intersect the site. A buffer of 24.4m has been applied to the routes 
of all underground gas pipelines where no solar infrastructure is proposed. Furthermore, all 
inverters have been located at least 60m from all underground gas pipelines. 

Scotia Gas Networks 

11.2. This section seeks to address comments made by Scotia Gas Networks (SGN) on 21 
December 2023. Through consultation with SGN, the applicant has agreed wording of 
suitable planning conditions to protect underground gas pipelines. These conditions have 
been agreed on other projects between the applicant and SGN. The following conditions are 
suggested: 

Energisation of the Solar Farm shall not occur until the applicant has undertaken a study to 
determine the interference levels on the SGN pipelines from steady state and fault 
conditions of the electrical infrastructure associated with the proposed development, taking 
into consideration the SGN pipeline(s) and associated equipment. If required, the applicant 
shall also design appropriate mitigation to ensure that any induced fault voltage is within 
appropriate limits (in accordance with BS EN 50122-1). The results of this modelling (and 
mitigation, if required) will be submitted for the prior written approval of the Planning 
Authority, in consultation with SGN, before energisation. 

11.3. Concerning the construction works on site, we propose the below condition to ensure such 
works are undertaken in accordance with your requirements: 

Solar Farm construction works shall be planned, consented and executed in accordance with 
SGN document SGN/WI/SW/2.  

National Gas 

11.4. This section seeks to address comments made by National Gas (NG) on 13/03/2024. NG have 
issued (Ref:  GE5_31908746) a “No Objection: Under Condition” response to the proposed 
development. Through consultation with NG regarding High-Pressure Gas Pipeline – Feeder 
5. FM5 – Farmington to Dunton Green, the applicant has agreed suitable wording for planning 
conditions. The following conditions are suggested: 

The pipeline has a 24.4m easement in operation (12.2m either side of pipe). No development, 
construction or landscaping is permitted within the easement without formal written 
approval from National Gas Transmission. There are specific criteria that must be adhered 
to for developing solar farms in close proximity, to National Gas Transmission’s gas pipelines. 
Solar Farms can be built adjacent to pipelines but never within the easement.  
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Utility crossings over National Gas Transmission’s gas pipelines are restricted and will require 
'Deeds of Consent / Indemnity'. The developer is to engage with National Gas Transmission 
for further guidance in the early stages of design to ensure that electrical interference, 
security, future access, and construction methods can be mutually agreed prior to 
undertaking any works on site.  

Energisation of the Solar Farm shall not occur until the applicant has undertaken a study to 
determine the interference levels on the National Gas pipeline FM5 from steady state and 
fault conditions of the electrical infrastructure associated with the proposed development, 
taking into consideration the National Gas pipeline and associated equipment. If required, 
the applicant shall also design appropriate mitigation to ensure that any induced fault voltage 
is within appropriate limits (in accordance with BS EN 50122-1). The results of this modelling 
(and mitigation, if required) will be submitted for the prior written approval of the Planning 
Authority, in consultation with National Gas, before energisation. The applicant will enter into 
a deed of consent with National Gas Transmission prior to installing any permanent 
apparatus within the pipeline easement. 

12. Fire Risk Statement 
12.1. Kent Fire Rescue Service (KFRS) provided a consultation response (Ref: CAS-065072) on 22 

February 2024 and a meeting was held on 11th April 2024 to discuss their concerns. The 
applicant has provided a Fire Risk Statement (FRS) (Appendix 9) which indicates how 
Chimmens Solar Farm has been designed to address fire risk in several ways. The FRS 
contains key mitigation measures against the risk of fire ignition and propagation within the 
battery energy storage units which are designed as part of a hybrid solar and battery storage 
project. 

12.2. Note that the design of Chimmens Solar Farm is significantly different to a that of a typical 
AC connected Battery Energy Storage System (BESS), whereby all Battery Storage Enclosures 
(BSEs) are located in one dedicated compound. Chimmens Solar Farm adopts DC connected 
batteries located adjacent to the solar inverters as part of a hybrid solution, resulting in 
dispersed BSE locations across the site. The hybrid battery storage design therefore reduces 
the overall risk of fire spread between BSEs compared with an AC BESS site of a similar energy 
storage capacity.  

12.3. Battery technology and associated understanding of fire risk is continually evolving within 
the industry. As such, this document sets out key principles and mitigation measures based 
on the current understanding of battery fire risk but does not include a detailed Fire Risk 
Management Plan. A detailed Fire Risk Management Plan would be developed during detailed 
design, following battery selection. 

13. Other Matters and Planning Balance  
Site Selection and Design Evolution  

13.1. In 2022, RES accepted a grid connection offer of 49.9MW from UKPN and undertook a 
preliminary site finding exercise which includes a desk-based exercise and consideration of 
environmental designated sites, suitably sized sites with proximity to the grid, and 
landowners willing to host solar projects.  


