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9. Flood Risk and Drainage  
9.1. This section seeks to address the comments made by the Lead Local Flood Authority on 16 

February 2024.  

9.2. The LLFA gave raised concerns about the impact of the proposed solar panels on the volume 
and concentration of overland flows and how this may impact neighbouring areas of land. To 
minimise the risk of increased overland flows, the LLFA have requested that additional 
mitigation measures are considered. The enclosed letter (Appendix 8) and the revised solar 
infrastructure layout (Figure 4 and Figure 5) provide the necessary information requested in 
terms of mitigation on the site.  

9.3. Secondly, it is acknowledged that the LLFA states that it is essential that the SuDS features, 
and mitigation measures are maintained throughout the development’s lifetime to ensure 
their successful operation. The submissions at Appendix 8 includes a draft Operation and 
Maintenance Manual that provides general guidance and typical details for the operation and 
management of SuDS and mitigation features proposed on site and will need to be reviewed 
and revised following appointment of the site’s management company. The applicant is 
happy to accept a suitably worded condition to secure the provision of this manual. 

9.4. It is acknowledged that the LLFA have submitted a further response (dated 19th March) 
outlined that their concerns have been addressed and that the holding objection can be 
removed. The LLFA have included a number of conditions that the applicant is happy to be 
imposed to a future consent. Since the submission of this response, the layout has been 
updated to reflect the need for additional access works to meet the requirements of the Fire 
Department. This has not changed the location or number of swales proposed the drawing 
has been updated to reflect the new layout only. 

10. Crime Prevention  
10.1. This section seeks to addresses comments made by the Kent Police on 20 December 2023. 

10.2. With regards to the fencing that is proposed (Ref Figure 10 – Typical Perimeter Deer Fence 
Ref 05009-RES-SEC-DR-PT-002 Rev 1) that is proposed to be installed at the site boundary, 
it is common practice for the fencing as specified for the purpose of this application to be 
installed to the perimeter of solar proposals. It is considered that this type of fencing can be 
maintained in a manner to ensure the security of the site whilst not detracting visually from 
the views of the local area. The level of security provided by the proposed fencing is 
considered generally acceptable and needs to be balanced with visual consideration. It is 
considered that if anything more substantial as to be installed this may not be acceptable 
visually. It can however be confirmed that the fencing will be installed so that the gap 
between the base of any fencing and the ground is minimal, and the gap provided within the 
fencing is to allow for the crossing of a small mammal.  

10.3. It should also be noted that at the substation, the fencing would comprise a 2.4m high wire 
mesh fence (Ref Figure 9 – Typical Security Fence Ref 05009-RES-SEC-DR-PT-001 Rev 2). 
This type of fencing has been selected as it is deemed to be less visually intrusive than a 
palisade fence.  
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10.4. The additional security measures outlined within regards to CCTV signage and the marking 
of infrastructure and panels are noted. As such, it is considered that the scheme meets the 
relevant national standards can be maintained in a manner that will ensure the security of 
the scheme across the lifetime of the development. 

11. Existing Gas Infrastructure 
11.1. As shown on the submitted Infrastructure Layout (Figure 4 – Ref 05009-RES-LAY-DR-PT-

003 Rev 6) and as detailed within the submitted Design and Access Statement, appropriate 
buffers have been incorporated in the design of the proposed development to protect the 
existing gas assets that intersect the site. A buffer of 24.4m has been applied to the routes 
of all underground gas pipelines where no solar infrastructure is proposed. Furthermore, all 
inverters have been located at least 60m from all underground gas pipelines. 

Scotia Gas Networks 

11.2. This section seeks to address comments made by Scotia Gas Networks (SGN) on 21 
December 2023. Through consultation with SGN, the applicant has agreed wording of 
suitable planning conditions to protect underground gas pipelines. These conditions have 
been agreed on other projects between the applicant and SGN. The following conditions are 
suggested: 

Energisation of the Solar Farm shall not occur until the applicant has undertaken a study to 
determine the interference levels on the SGN pipelines from steady state and fault 
conditions of the electrical infrastructure associated with the proposed development, taking 
into consideration the SGN pipeline(s) and associated equipment. If required, the applicant 
shall also design appropriate mitigation to ensure that any induced fault voltage is within 
appropriate limits (in accordance with BS EN 50122-1). The results of this modelling (and 
mitigation, if required) will be submitted for the prior written approval of the Planning 
Authority, in consultation with SGN, before energisation. 

11.3. Concerning the construction works on site, we propose the below condition to ensure such 
works are undertaken in accordance with your requirements: 

Solar Farm construction works shall be planned, consented and executed in accordance with 
SGN document SGN/WI/SW/2.  

National Gas 

11.4. This section seeks to address comments made by National Gas (NG) on 13/03/2024. NG have 
issued (Ref:  GE5_31908746) a “No Objection: Under Condition” response to the proposed 
development. Through consultation with NG regarding High-Pressure Gas Pipeline – Feeder 
5. FM5 – Farmington to Dunton Green, the applicant has agreed suitable wording for planning 
conditions. The following conditions are suggested: 

The pipeline has a 24.4m easement in operation (12.2m either side of pipe). No development, 
construction or landscaping is permitted within the easement without formal written 
approval from National Gas Transmission. There are specific criteria that must be adhered 
to for developing solar farms in close proximity, to National Gas Transmission’s gas pipelines. 
Solar Farms can be built adjacent to pipelines but never within the easement.  


